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SOS Children's Villages in kenya
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Kenya was one of the first African countries in which SOS-Kinderdorf International became active. The national association, "SOS Children's Village Association Kenya" was founded in 1971. Its aim was to help reduce the ever-increasing number of orphaned and neglected children in the country who were not receiving any support from the state. It was just one year later that the construction of the first Kenyan SOS Children's Village started in Buru Buru, a suburb of Nairobi. Over the years more SOS Children's Village facilities have been built in Nairobi, the coastal city of Mombasa, in Eldoret and in Meru. At present the fifth SOS Children’s Village in Kisumu is under construction. The SOS Children's Village work in Kenya has been supported by former State President Daniel T. Arap Moi since the 1970ies, he has also taken on the patronage of the SOS Children's Villages in Kenya.

Kenya, just like many other southern and eastern African countries, has been hard hit by the raging AIDS pandemic. In order to react, from 2003 on SOS Children's Villages started setting up social and medical centres in Nairobi, Eldoret, Mombasa and Kisumu. 

The social centres include Family Strengthening Programmes, which enable children who are at risk of losing the care of their family to grow within a caring family environment. To achieve this, SOS Children’s Villages works directly with families and communities to empower them to effectively protect and care for their children, in cooperation with local authorities and other service providers.  

At present there are four SOS Children's Villages, three SOS Youth Facilities, four SOS Kindergartens, four SOS Hermann Gmeiner Schools, one SOS Training Centres, four SOS Social Centres and one SOS Medical Centre in Kenya. 

eldoret

	SOS Children's Village Eldoret
	

	In operation since:
	1990
	Capacity:
	120 children

	Official opening: 
	2 March 1995 by the president of Kenya

	Facility includes:
	15 family houses, village director's house, aunts' house, guest house, administration and service area

	SOS Youth Facility 
	

	In operation since:
	1999
	Capacity:
	100 youths

	Facility includes:
	5 youth houses


	SOS Kindergarten 
	

	In operation since:
	1990
	Capacity:
	75 children

	Facility includes:
	3 group rooms, playground, side rooms

	SOS Hermann Gmeiner School (primary and secondary school)
	

	In operation since:
	1989
	Capacity:
	612 students

	Facility includes:
	19 classrooms, library, multi-purpose hall, administration area, teachers' houses

	SOS Social Centre (family strengthening, community support, counselling and psychological support, for people affected by HIV Aids) 
	

	In operation since:
	October 2008
	Capacity:
	900 children, 300 adults

	Focus of the programme:
	· Ensure that children have access to essential services (e.g. educational, nutritional, health and psychosocial support) for their healthy development 

· Families are empowered to build their capacity to protect and care for their children (i.e. parental skills, education on care-givers health needs, food security etc) 

· Communities are empowered and strengthened to respond effectively to the situation of vulnerable children and their families (i.e. promoting and supporting children’s rights and legal support, supporting public health system in providing services for care-givers who are HIV+/AIDS, terminally ill etc, and  supporting  CBOs organizations/formation/management ) 

· Support the formation of partnerships with other relevant stakeholders for sustainability of program interventions in the community


Meru

	SOS Children's Village Meru
	1.1 

	In operation since:
	August 2005
	Capacity:
	130 children

	Official opening:
	8 October 2005 by Helmut Kutin, president of SOS-Kinderdorf International

	Facility includes:
	12 family houses, village director's house, aunts' house, guest house, multipurpose building, administration and service area



	SOS Kindergarten 
	1.2 

	In operation since:
	September 2005
	Capacity:
	90 children

	Facility includes:
	3 group rooms, 1 Montessori / multipurpose room, kitchen side rooms


mombasa

	SOS Children's Village Mombasa
	

	In operation since:
	1979
	Capacity:
	130 children

	Official opening:
	27 August 1980 by the president of Kenya

	Facility includes:
	12 family houses, village director's house, aunts' house, guest house, administration and service area

	SOS Youth Facility 
	

	In operation since:
	1995
	Capacity:
	90 youths

	Facility includes:
	6 youth houses

	SOS Kindergarten 
	

	In operation since:
	1979
	Capacity:
	100 children

	Facility includes:
	4 group rooms, playground 

	SOS Hermann Gmeiner School (primary school)
	

	In operation since:
	January 2001
	Capacity:
	480 pupils

	Facility includes:
	16 classrooms, multi-purpose hall, library, administration

	SOS Social Centre (family strengthening, community outreach, counselling and psychological support, for people affected by HIV Aids) 

	In operation since:
	November 2008
	Capacity:
	1200 children, 750 adults

	Focus of the programme:
	· Ensure that children have access to essential services (e.g. educational, nutritional, health and psychosocial support) for their healthy development 

· Families are empowered to build their capacity to protect and care for their children (i.e. parental skills, education on care-givers health needs, food security etc) 

· Communities are empowered and strengthened to respond effectively to the situation of vulnerable children and their families (i.e. promoting and supporting children’s rights and legal support, supporting public health system in providing services for care-givers who are HIV+/AIDS, terminally ill etc, and  supporting  CBOs organizations/formation/management ) 

· Support the formation of partnerships with other relevant stakeholders for sustainability of program interventions in the community


nairobi

	SOS Children's Village Nairobi
	

	In operation since:
	1973
	Capacity:
	160 children

	Official opening:
	16 October 1975 by the vice-president of Kenya and Hermann Gmeiner, founder of SOS Children's Villages

	Facility includes:
	16 family houses, village director's house, aunts' house, guest house, 

sports field, multi-purpose hall, administration and service area, life stock, vegetable gardens, beehives, irrigation system


	SOS Youth Facility 
	

	In operation since:
	1974
	Capacity:
	90 youths

	Facility includes:
	14 youth houses 

	SOS Kindergarten 
	

	In operation since:
	1973
	Capacity:
	75 children

	Facility includes:
	3 group rooms, playground, side rooms

	SOS Hermann Gmeiner School (primary school)
	

	In operation since:
	1983
	Capacity:
	240 pupils

	Facility includes:
	10 classrooms, administration

	SOS Vocational Training Centre (woodwork: carpentry & joinery, metalwork, electrical installation, food and beverage, cooking and service, fashion and design, tailoring and dressmaking, metalwork) 
	

	In operation since:
	1985
	Capacity:
	176 students

	Facility includes:
	8 training workshops, computer room, school canteen, restaurant/cafeteria, administration and service area, 2 workshops for production unit for woodwork and metalwork 

	Regional SOS Vocational Training Centre (mother and staff training centre)
	

	In operation since:
	September 2003
	Capacity:
	400 trainees

	Facility includes:
	2 large meeting rooms, library/resource room, housing for meeting and trainings participants coming from East Africa as well as from all over the world, administration and service area

	SOS Social Centre (family strengthening, counselling and psychological support, for


people affected by HIV/AIDS, for street children)
	

	In operation since:
	November 2003
	Capacity:
	1.500 beneficiaries 

	Facility includes:
	training rooms, kitchen, canteen, 2 counselling rooms

	Focus of the programme:
	· community awareness on HIV/AIDS in schools, via churches and the community

· capacity building program for emotional support groups

· nutrition program for HIV/Aids infected people

· education bursaries for needy children

· reunion of street children with their families

· integration of street children into formal school system

	SOS Medical Centre (clinic)
	

	In operation since:
	August 2003
	Capacity:
	2.400 patients

	Facility includes:
	2 treatment rooms, laboratory: organization of “medical camps” ranging from dental, ear nose throat  to gynaecological treatment, obstetrics and general practitioners;

HIV/Aids clinic offers: voluntary counselling and testing (HIV/Aids) in cooperation with the SOS Social Centre, anti-retroviral therapy.


Kisumu

	SOS Children's Village Kisumu
	

	In construction since:
	March 2010
	Capacity:
	150 children

	Official opening:
	-

	Facility includes:
	15 family houses, village director's house, community/guest house, administration, service building/workshop/store, multi-purpose hall

	SOS Kindergarten 
	

	In construction since:
	March 2010
	Capacity:
	100 children

	Facility includes:
	3 group rooms, 1 Montessori/special needs room (incl. verandah), 1 kitchen/service room, 2 children washrooms (boys/girls)

	SOS Social Centre (family strengthening, health counselling, counselling and psychological support, community outreach, for people affected by HIV Aids) 

	In operation since:
	October 2009
	Capacity:
	1.200 children, 300 adults

	Focus of the programme:
	· Supporting children to be able attend school and progress in their learning

· Supporting families to be able to feed, cloth and provide shelter for their children

· Supporting children to access health services, e.g. referral for treatment at health care facilities. 

	SOS Medical Centre 
	

	In construction since:
	March 2010
	Capacity:
	4.800 beneficiaries

	Facility includes:
	2 counselling rooms, 1 waiting/teaching room, 2 WC/wash rooms, 1 kitchenette, 1 project coordinator office
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